2009 North Texas Youth English Speech Tournament

- Sunday, March 1st, 2009 -

Carrollton Sun Ray Chinese School

1820 Pearl Street, Building C

Carrollton, TX 75006

Note: the only two-story building on Pearl Street
The North Texas Youth English Speech Tournament’s purpose and goal is to provide young students with an opportunity to practice and develop important public speaking skills essential to future success. Living amid an interactive and competitive world, it is important to equip the youth of today with speaking skills crucial not only to education, but to a variety of careers in their futures.

Sponsors for this year’s tournament: Tenet Health Care Foundation, Southern Lotus LLC, Sun Ray Chinese School, North Texas Youth Honor Society, www.MedSphereonline.com ,WWW.mycollegetrak.com  

Captains/Hosts: Captains are in charge of their individual grades. Participants may contact the captain of their grade level if they have questions/comments about the tournament or need guidance.
1st grade: Kelly King – xkelly_king@hotmail.com

2nd grade: Kevin Huang – kevin.huang1@gmail.com

3rd grade: Kimberly Lu – kimmyxkubx13@yahoo.com

4th grade: Nicole Song – nsong2005@hotmail.com

5th grade: Bonnie Song – crackerjacksong@yahoo.com 

6th grade: Katherine Wee – reallysmartgurl@yahoo.com

7th/8th grade: Jessica Hong – jessicah720@gmail.com
General Info: 

1st, 3rd, and 5th grade participants must check in at 12:45 P.M. as competition begins at 1:00 P.M. 

2nd, 4th, 6th, 7th & 8th grade participants must check in at 2:00 P.M. as competition begins at 2:15 P.M.

**All rounds will last around 70 minutes, and results will be posted shortly after the competition is ended. **
Eligibility: all students enrolled 1st through 8th grade are eligible to compete

Rules/ Penalties: Each grade level is assigned a topic which competitors in that grade level will be required to write and MEMORIZE an original speech on. They will then present their speech in front of an audience comprised of their competitors and three judges who will rank the students performances. Participants may be disqualified and asked to leave for inappropriate behavior including talking during other’s speeches, being disrespectful, and not listening to the host. The host will go over all the rules again at the beginning of the competition as a reminder. 

     JUDGES’ DECISION IS FINAL.
Time: Speeches are advised to be at least the following minimum time limits but are REQUIRED to be less than the maximum time limit (there will be a 30 second grace period). Surpassing the time limit will be penalized through the discretion of the judge. Time signals will be given throughout the speech by the host. 







        TIME LIMITS

1st/2nd grade: 1-2 minutes
5th/6th grade: 3-4 minutes

3rd/4th grade: 2-3 minutes
7th/8th grade: 4-5 minutes
Awards: 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners of each grade level will receive a trophy after the tournament has been completed. 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners will be posted before the start of the awards ceremony. 
For more information about the tournament, please contact: 

- Justin Wu (Speech Tournament co-chair); email: Jxw6762@gmail.com
- Amy Chen (Speech Tournament co-chair); email: aschen1992@yahoo.com 

- Calvin Chen (Speech Tournament co-chair); email: cfcnhobbes51@gmail.com
- Alison Tan (Sunray Youth Organization President); email: atan75025@yahoo.com
- Richard Hung (North Texas Youth Honor Society President); email: richardhung@sbcglobal.net

- Shun Ko (Speech Tournament advisor); email: supershunnie@hotmail.com
- Carrollton Sun Ray Chinese School: (972) 931 5486; FAX: (972) 247 3539

- Arlington Sun Ray Chinese School: (817) 251 8262
Topics for the 2009 North Texas Youth English Speech Tournament

1st grade: When you grow up, what do you want to be and why? How would you spend your day? How will you work towards this goal?

2nd grade: Various animals have different adaptations. For example, a camel has a hump to store water because it lives in the desert. If you could create any animal, what adaptations would you give it? How would it spend its day?
3rd grade: If you could be President of the United States for a week, with the power to do anything, what changes would you make to our country? What would life be like? 
4th grade: Like the Disney movie Aladdin, a magical genie grants its owner three wishes. If a genie appeared to grant you three wishes, what would you wish for and why? Describe each wish in detail.
5th grade: The first ten amendments are also known as the bill of rights. If you could add one more amendment to the bill of rights, what would it be? Describe how your amendment would affect everyday life and how it would be put into action.

6th grade: Many people in the world are suffering because of various reasons like diseases, genocides, and poverty. With no financial limitations, how would you provide public health assistance to those who need it? Focus on one region of the world and provide examples.
7th/8th grade: Pick a controversial issue that is of high interest in our world today. Explain your side of the issue and how it affects the world in which we live. Provide evidence and examples to support your decision.


2009 North Texas Youth English Speech Tournament Registration Form

You may register by detaching and filling out this form, and returning it with a registration fee to Carrollton Sun Ray Chinese School. All fees are non-refundable. If mailing, please mail both the form and the fee to:

Sun Ray School

2110 McDaniel Drive

Carrollton, TX 75006

Participant:






Please circle: Male / Female


School:






Grade:

Chinese School (if applicable):


Parent/Guardian’s Name:


Phone Number:





Email:


**NOTE: All forms must include a $8.00 entry fee if submitted before or on Feb 8th, 2009 and a $15.00 fee if submitted on Feb 22nd, 2009. 
Amount Paid: $
 cash               check             
~How to Write a Speech~

Helpful tips to assist with your speech writing!
1. Assess how much time your speech should take.

2. Think about you audience and try to make the tone and mood of your speech appropriate for you audience. 

3. Begin with an introduction that establishes who you are, what your purpose is, and what you’ll be talking about. Include an attention-getter, a short story or interesting fact to grab your audience’s attention.

4. Organize your information into three main points. Start with your weakest point and end the speech with your strongest point to add emphasis to your speech and make it easier for the audience to follow your speech.

5. Add support to each point by using statistics, facts, examples, short stories, personal experiences, quotations, etc.

6. Write a conclusion that summarizes each of your points, restates the main idea of your speech, and refers back to the attention-getter in the introduction.

7. When writing your speech, make sure you link your introduction, points, and conclusion with smooth transitions. 

8. Rehearse and time your speech before delivering it in front of the judges.

Try to make sure your speech stays within the time limit for your grade. Don’t worry if it goes a little bit over or under. You will have a 30 second grace period before and after the minimum and maximum time frame:

1st/2nd grade: 1-2 minutes

3rd/4th grade: 2-3 minutes

5th/6th grade: 3-4 minutes

7th/8th grade: 4-5 minutes

Participants may contact the captain of their grade level if they have questions about the tournament or would like to seek guidance from a North Texas Honor Society or Sunray Youth Organization member.
1st grade: Kelly King – xkelly_king@hotmail.com

2nd grade: Kevin Huang – kevin.huang1@gmail.com

3rd grade: Kimberly Lu – kimmyxkubx13@yahoo.com

4th grade: Nicole Song – nsong2005@hotmail.com

5th grade: Bonnie Song – crackerjacksong@yahoo.com 

6th grade: Katherine Wee – reallysmartgurl@yahoo.com

7th/8th grade: Jessica Hong – jessicah720@gmail.com

There will be speech practice sessions at Carrollton Sun Ray Chinese School on February 8th and 22nd from 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm where competitors can meet with their captains and receive help on writing and performing their speeches. We welcome you to come and take advantage of these opportunities.

Good luck!

Speech Tournament Chairs,

Justin Wu – Jxw6762@gmail.com

Amy Chen – aschen1992@yahoo.com

