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Kindergarten
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The kindergarteners are a very outstanding group of kids. They are intelligent, pleasant, considerate, and helpful when friends need help. Daniel and Lance were kindheartedly erasing the board for their very busy teacher. After they were done, they got school money for their help. All the kindergarteners were learning how to write numbers from 1 to 100. The teacher helped each child when he or she had problems with what they were learning. She did her best for each child, taking care that they understood how to write everything. They gave their undivided attention to what their teacher said. After they finished learning numbers, letters, and art, it was their naptime. They went to sleep like little angels. After that, they practiced reading little books. Each and every one of their parents should be very proud of them.

-- By Matthew Kurian
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1st and 2nd Grade


The 1st and 2nd graders have been busy in their workbooks. In Math, some of them are working on complicated addition with three-digit numbers. During Reading Comprehension and Language Arts, they have also been busy working in workbooks. Some of them were practicing how to take apart and put together compound words such as “tugboat” and “classroom.” They also practiced figuring out which words rhymed and finishing some riddles such as “I lap milk; I rub against your legs; I am a ____.” They are starting to work on sentence writing, where they are given the beginning of a sentence and are told to finish it. In addition to that, they are learning how to identify incorrect spelling. Tyler said, “This is really hard!” 

-- By Alicia Young

3rd and 4th Grade
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Over the past few weeks, all of the third and fourth graders have been really busy working on several different sections of learning material. 3rd graders were recently studying multiplication and division. They also practiced writing Roman numerals in the morning during Math. After Math, they have Language Arts, in which they cover Reading Comprehension and Language in their workbooks. This week in History and Science class, both the 3rd and 4th graders continue to study and review the planets and the solar system, as well as medieval times. The fourth graders continue to work on adding and subtracting fractions, but are also doing challenging addition, multiplication, subtraction, and division. Nicholas said, “It’s fun and entertaining in the morning when we are doing ‘hands-on things.’” Elton said, “I really like doing Chinese yo-yo and Chinese knots. It’s fun and exciting!!” As you can see, they have been working really hard and are learning a lot.

-- By Kayla Herron and Shaan Patel

5th and 6th Grades

The whole 5th and 6th grade class has been learning many, many new things. On Mondays, they begin the week by waiting patiently in the classroom until Scott Smith, their science teacher, arrives. In this class they learn about the earth and geology. Then they go into the cafeteria for snack time. After twenty full minutes of joy and free time, they walk back to their classes and learn about shapes and angles in their math class with Mr. Kim. He also teaches them about area and perimeter during this class. Next, they wait until Miss Paula arrives to [image: image7.jpg]
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teach the entire class about pronouns. After all of that, they go to lunch, as usual. Finally, after lunch, they all split up and go their separate ways, attending many different classes. Kevin and Aaron go into the gym to learn how to operate the infamous Chinese yo-yo, the ancient toy invented more than 2000 years ago. Dustin and Timothy go into the 7th grade and up room to learn about Pre-Algebra with Brian. The girls in the 5th and 6th grade class go into the cafeteria, where they learn about Girl Scouts. Very exciting… Next on their agenda is Vocabulary. They learn about many different words in this class with Miss Paula. Finally they stay in their rooms to attend their last session for the day, they learn about Chinese and SAT Math. All too soon, it's five o'clock again, and the fifth and sixth graders have just finished another Monday in Chinese School! For the rest of the week, they go to the same classes in the morning and do different activities in the afternoons, such as learning about many other things like dance and comprehension and, of course, going on field trips!

-- By James Gu

7th Grade and Up

This week in seventh grade and up class we revised our one-thousand-word essays and took a lot of time going over college applications. Thomas Gu and Paul Chen were practicing for the talent show, but during the talent show the blinding lights blinded Paul and Thomas which messed them up. Also, Fort Wars, Philip Vs. Winston. Winston’s Fort isn’t holding up. He’s been too tired to fix his fort so there are no walls and it’s just [image: image9.jpg]
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desks randomly placed somewhere in the corner, but Thomas and Philip still create their fort every day with the normal square formation. Philip and Thomas managed to get some technology into their fort (two laptops) while also learning new vocabulary words such as "immaculate" and "unctuous." James lately has been drawing covers for the Sunray Newsletter that are in no way related to Sunray or even summer.

-- By Thomas Gu

Field Trips


Last week’s field trips were Willow Bend Mall or the movie Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants and Nickel Mania. On Tuesday, June 21, kindergarteners, first-graders, and second-graders went to the movie, while grades third and up had a choice of going to the mall or watching the movie. Although the field trip originally was to be at Vista Ridge Mall, an unfortunate coincidence forced the change to Willow Bend. Either choice led to great fun for everyone, except for counselors Paul and Robert who need to be thanked for their heroically self-sacrificing job caring for the kids at the movie. Despite the often-excruciating two hours of work that faced them, they never gave in. They are now accepting gifts, money, and smoothies as thanks for their hard work. On Friday, the field trip was to Nickel Mania. As we have already been to this arcade, things went off without a hitch and everyone had a terrific time. Interesting note: before Nickel Mania, all the kids went to Cici’s as predicted in my column last week. The rich, hearty, meaty pizza chain’s pizza did not need to be delivered here; nor did chicken need to come as a last ditch resort. Paul again emerged as a hero, racing back to school from Cici's to retrieve medicine for a student. Everyone acquitted themselves very well, and it seems as if weekly trips to Cici’s before field trips will be returning for good.

-- By Philip Lee

Talent Show


On June 28, 2005, the talent show took place in the gym of Sun Ray Chinese school. I, Winston Shaw, was the announcer, while Philip, James, Elsa, and the kindergarten teacher were the judges. The contestants were Elton and Brice doing the Chinese yo-yo, Jennifer doing the piano, Mitchell doing the Chinese yo-yo, Isabella doing the piano, Elton and Katherine and Angela doing the martial arts, Sarah doing the violin, Edward also doing the violin, and Thomas and Paul failing a lot at yo-yo. Elton and Brice were passing the yo-yo to each other beautifully. Jennifer played the song Allegretto on the piano very nicely. Mitchell tried to do tricks on the Chinese yo-yo and eventually pulled one off. Isabella played the song Rondo memorized awesomely. Elton, Katherine, and Angela did the martial arts without any music, but they still were able to pull it off. Sarah played the violin very nicely and Edward tried his hardest to play and played very nicely. Then there was Thomas and Paul who were unable to do any tricks with the yo-yo. After all the contestants went, the results were finally in. Coming in 3rd place, Elton, Angela, and Katherine. In 2nd place had a tie between Sarah and Jennifer. And in 1st place was ISABELLA! At the end of the play, Isabella had an encore and Elton did the worm. All contestants received an Airhead and the winners got to pick something out of the store for free. Congratulations to all our contestants.

-- By Winston Shaw

Girl Scouts

On Monday, June 27, representatives of the Girl Scouts came to encourage the kids to express their integrity, dedication, and ability to cajole people into buying lots and lots of cookies by joining the Girl Scouts of America. The first question on my mind, as I began my investigations, was this: Were the representatives who appeared really three nice ladies trying to help the girls of America, or did some sinister motive lurk deep within their minds? The 7th and up teacher, the great former Plano Senior High valedictorian, current Harvard student, ace mathematician, human vocabulary list, everybody’s favorite super hero, popular children's entertainer, and ace World War II fighter pilot Brian Young, who swears he did not pay me off to write that, set me straight: "No, they’re three nice ladies trying to help the girls of America." His logic was impeccable.

I, personally, thought the meeting would be a blast for everyone, however; the reaction was mixed. While most found it entertaining, some found it about as fun as waiting for Thomas to get a yo-yo trick right. An anonymous kid whose name rhymes with Indy was insipidly quoted saying, “I like the peanut butter… uh… thing and it was, uh, what did you pay me to say again, fun.” Sisters Hallie and Carmen were heard saying, “I like girl scouts.” Kat said, “It was okay," commenting that the friendship-building exercises didn't really work "because you already know everybody here.” Perhaps the most telling response was that of Katherine, who, when asked what she thought of Girl Scouts, replied, “The chicken is fat.”

Yes, the chicken was fat, and yes, the Girl Scouts will be coming back on Monday, July 11.

-- By Newsletter staff

Reminders!

There is no class on Monday, July 4th, because of Independence Day. The next Girl Scouts meeting will be on Monday, July 11th.

Tuesday's field trip: We are going to Interstate Roller-skate. If a student needs to rent roller-skates, please bring $2.00.

Friday's field trip: We are going to Nickel Mania so bring $2.00 for 40 nickels.

Parents: Please make sure that your child brings his or her folder so that they can make up their unfinished work.

Because of Girl Scouts on Mondays, 1st through 4th grade girls will miss the Math Test class held on those days. Please be aware that optional homework has been assigned for that class, which they may choose to make up.

Today (July 1) is counselor Winston Shaw's last day here. We'll miss you, Winston!

-- By Newsletter Staff

Student Essay Corner: Persistence

By Philip Lee


Some people claim that persistence is the only important factor contributing to success. However, that perception is wrong. Persistence is only one of many necessary elements to success, and those other elements may often overshadow hard work. There are many examples throughout history in which people can try but lack of needed skills will hinder them.


For example, in succeeding in business, however hard you try, without knowledge of laws and codes, there is no industry or trade you will succeed at. You can persist as hard as you want, but if you do not know the laws and unwittingly break them, you will have to be shut down. A basic education that informs you of these will help you succeed where persistence alone would have failed. In this way, education can be more important than persistence.


Another case of persistence playing second banana is when you compare it to importance of talent. Obviously. no matter how many countless hours you have spent toiling in a gym, if you are a bumbling, clumsy fool, a natural-born athlete will triumph over you in a pathetically easy manner. In tryouts for any kind of team, persistence can help, but a good dexterous person will beat out any motor-skill-impaired person, because talent is more important than persistence.


Scientific and creative accomplishments have no ties to being persistent. Hard working average Joes have no chance against people with genius. Geniuses can think outside the box and discover new solutions John Doe couldn’t even comprehend. Genius is obviously higher than persistence on the scale of importance to success, therefore; genius is better than persistence. 


Genius, talent, and education will always triumph over plain persistence. No amount of persistence can overcome disabilities brought upon by lack of genius, talent, or education.

Lance making a funny face!





1st and 2nd grade girls





Edward on the violin





Jennifer playing the keyboard





Winston, Thomas, and Philip





This has nothing to do with field trips.





Isabella rockin' the talent show!





Smile for the camera, Hallie!





Don't forget!





Hard work isn't all it takes to get off the ground.








