Kindergarten

A Note from the Teacher

Hi, my name is Jessica McClelland or "Mrs. Jessie". This is my first summer at Sun Ray and I was introduced to the school by Sandy Han, who used to teach the kindergarten class. In my previous job i worked with elementary school childeren in an After-School Program and really enjoyed it. I'm originally from San Antonio, Texas but moved to San Marcus, Texas to study for a degree in Sociology from Southwest Texas State University. Two summers ago I moved to Dallas to live with a college roommate and experience a new city. I'm looking forward to the next two months with the kindergarten students at SunRay and plan on learning and having fun with my class.   
First and Second Grade

The first and second graders write in books about different topics, such as the month of February, every day. Then, after lunch, Miss Paula comes to teach vocabulary. They each receive workbooks to do vocabulary. And after each lesson, a different teacher comes to teach the next class.

When I went into the 1st and 2nd grade class, they were making bead bracelets. I asked a few kids some questions about their class.

What do you think about your teacher?

Carrie Zhu: "Very good teacher."

Sruthi Tummala: "She's nice, sweet."

Hallie Le: " She's pretty."

What do you like about school?

Raymond: "Field trips!"

What do you do in class?

Catherine Jiang: "Do math, and also I write."

Third and Fourth Grade

The third and fourth graders follow instructions during a kung fu class in the afternoon. They are very energetic having a lot of energy although sometimes it gets too noisy which can be a nuisance. Even though the yelling is irksome, everyone pays attention to the teacher. They are very obedient to directions. They are all different, short and tall, big and small.
Fifth and Sixth Grade

The 5th and 6th grade class is a jolly good class. They listen to their teacher and follow directions. They are almost always quiet except for a few times. They sometimes break out laughing and joke around. But, all in all they are a wonderful class.

For example, they are perfectly quiet in Ms. Cumming's class. They act like angels and always do their work. They also follow directions. She rewards them with too much dough, give the bank a break.

On the other hand, in music class, they laugh and joke around. But that isn't a bad thing though, since even when they laugh, they always follow directions.

In Kung Fu class they are raising an ARMY to go take over our skool, errr...Actually, Kung Fu is a very good class, it teaches the kids discipline, respect, and giving them skills for life.

Just in case you don't already know, the class is made up of 6 kids, Aaron, Jasmine, Katherine, Jennifer, Kevin, and Shindi.

Good job 5th and 6th graders. Keep up the good work.

Seventh Grade and Up
In 7th grade and up class we practice or do part of the SAT every morning. This includes math, reading, writing, learning vocabulary words such as "misogynist" and "titular," going over every problem in the SAT section we did, and definition tests over words. In the afternoon the whole class divides up; Brian, our teacher, teaches some of us math every day, while the rest of us are busy working on the newsletter. The lunch at school is delicious. Many of us in the class have discovered a new hobby during free time and have made it our obsession, CHINESE YOYOS! The fastest spinner is Paul Chen and is also the one who can make the loudest noise, but he says Tiffany is better than him at Chinese yoyos. She can do the most tricks with Chinese yoyos. Magic: the Gathering is a card game that some of the 7 and up graders play. The class is very humorous and that makes it fun!

History and Science
Dear Sunray parents and faculty:

Please let me take this opportunity to introduce myself. My name is Scott Smith, and I will be teaching History and Science this summer at Sunray Chinese School.

I have a BA in American and World History from the University of North Texas, and I am currently employed with the Lewisville Independent School District. I teach the Extended School Day program at Valley Ridge Elementary. I have previous experience teaching GED prep courses for adult learners seeking to earn their high school equivalency. This gives me experience with the core academic subjects.

My plans for the summer curriculum are as follows: with regards to History first and second graders will study American History. Third and fourth grade will study World History, and fifth and sixth grade will study ancient civilizations. As for Science, first and second graders will study Life Science. Third and fourth will study Astronomy, and fifth and sixth will study Earth Science.

I am very excited about this opportunity, and I hope this summer will be a great experience for all.

Scott Smith
Martial Arts

As I was walking into the martial arts class, I saw that the kids were learning self-defense and self-discipline from Master Lee. I later found out that the Master Lee is a Korean Tae-kwon-do professional and has been doing tae-kwon-do for 2gb years. He also taught them the different stances and how to switch between them. They did high blocks, and punches. And after each lesson, Master Lee would test each individual kid on what they learned. Tae-kwan-do, first-grader Tyler said, "was fun."

Chinese Yo-Yo
Tiffany Lee, who teaches the Chinese yo-yo class here, has been yo-yoing for years. She has performed with her yo-yo at the Dallas Museum of Art, for many church events, and for various volunteer work. She has also performed with a team at volunteer events, and knows, says student Thomas Gu, "tons and tons" of tricks. She has been a student and counselor at Sun Ray for three years. This is her first year teaching here, after having previously taught at Hai Hwa for a year. She loves teaching yo-yo to little kids! She hopes to assemble a Chinese yo-yo team at Sun Ray and is working to help all the students learn and have fun.

Notes

Parents, please make sure your daughters wear pants, not dresses or skirts, on Wednesdays, as they will have kung fu class that day.

This summer we are introducing the CIE English Essay Writing Contest into the curriculum. The kids will be writing an essay during English class. The topic will be determined by grade level. Kids will bring home their written essays and need to type them using a word processor such as Microsoft Word. The typed essays then need to be e-mailed to essay2005@comcast.net by June 30, 2005. The registration is free to everyone. We hope that all the kids take this opportunity to enter. You will be able to find more info at www.cie-dfw.org.
